New 3-oxo-chol-4-en-24-oic acids from the marine soft coral Eleutherobia sp.
Two novel cholic acid derivatives and three known steroids were isolated from an octocoral Eleutherobiasp. from Pohnpei Micronesia along with the known briareins minabein-1 (6), minabein-4 (7), minabein-6 (8), minabein-8 (9), and minabein-9 (10). X-ray crystallographic analysis of the known compound minabein-4 allowed assignment of its correct relative and absolute stereochemistry. Consequently, a different structure proposed for the same compound (named independently as nui-inoalide-D) is incorrect.